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of the Dutch, but the active opposition of the in-
habitants of the Spanish Low Countries, whose lot
it was sought to change. The Spanish had learned
moderation from the loss of the United Provinces,
and their rule in the Low Countries was now an
easy one. There was no general well-being among
the French people to tempt those who already en-
joyed a moderate prosperity to share their lot. A
few ambitious politicians hoped to find their advan-
tage in French rule, but by the masses of the people
the prospect of it was viewed with apprehension.

Although the Cardinal was unable to carry these
plans into execution, yet, to a certain extent, they
were realised under Louis XIV. Artois, Dunkirk,
Gravelines, and parts of Hainault and Flanders were,
at one time and another, annexed to France and
have remained French.

It soon became evident that the Spanish were
ready to concede the independence of the Seven
Provinces and to yield most of the commercial ad-
vantages which they demanded. The independence
of the United Provinces had been practically assured
for forty years, and the time had at last come when
the Spanish saw they must recognise the fact or risk
the possessions which still remained faithful to their
allegiance. The Dutch became lax in their alliance
with the French, and a powerful party, jealous of
French interference, insisted that the provinces
should accept reasonable terms, and not continue a
war to obtain territories for themselves of which
they had no need, and territories for France which
would be a peril to their own safety.,waited* Theis victoriese was slow in putting his.forces to, whichforms of taxation which added to their burden.
